
Dear Members, families and friends, welcome to Vol 15 of the Eagles News for the 2022-23 summer season . 

It was a tough round of baseball for the majority of the Eagles teams, with the required runs hard to come 
by. The Firsts team did quite well and were tied with Waverley 3-3 at the bottom of the 9th, before the  
elusive run went the Wildcats way. All in all, it was a top effort and it was great to have our ABL players 
back to the fold. The Seconds let the Wildcats get the upper hand in the opening dig and were up against 
from that point on. The Thirds and Fourths teams also had a run chase on their hands, which certainly 
makes it difficult to come from behind. There is always next week and we look forward to see them turn 
the tables the Eagles way. The Masters Blue team had a solid victory over Werribee and now find          
themselves sitting second on the leader board.  The Masters White team earned themselves 3 runs in 
their game against Pivot City and continue to work hard each week towards that elusive victory. 

In the Juniors sections, the U18s State Team had to forfeit due to some unavailability's and we hope to 
see them back on the field this weekend in full force. The U18s Metro team showed promise in their game 
against Mulgrave at home. The pitching was quite good, there were some really good outs made during 
the game and some nice hits in the latter stages. The U14s State team earned 7 runs in their game 
against Essendon, but not enough to sway the result their way, keep up the good wok kids and enjoy this 
weeks game. The scoreline is not a true reflection of the U14s Metro team’s game, as there was some 
really good baseball being played throughout and the team remained positive throughout. The U12s State 
team had some work to do in their game and they are going this season proudly representing the Eagles. 
The U12s Friday night Eagles and Hawks teams finally return to the field and we look forward to hearing 
about their fun and games. Go Eagles! 
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If you are interested in sponsoring Sunshine Baseball Club, please contact Glenn on: 0421 970 767 /  glennjmg@hotmail.com 
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EAGLES KEEP WORKING HARD 
                                  Thirds:  Will Gurnett hurls the ball toward 2nd base to halt the runner Feb 1st 2023 

SBC VALE 

See page 2 for details 

S U N S H I N E   B A S E B A L L   C L U B - Since 1938 8



SBC VALE 

SBC VALE - Past Player/Member - Richard (Fat Cat) Laney 
Dear Members and Friends, it is with much sadness to inform you that we have lost another valued 
member from Sunshine Baseball Club Richard Laney, affectionately known to many as Fat Cat. 
We were fortunate to sit down with Fat Cat not so long ago to chat about his involvement with    
Sunshine Baseball Club, as well as listening to his many other stories of a young man who was 
born and bred in Braybrook. 
Along with many of our club identities, Fat Cat's player profile will be published in our club Player 
Profile Booklet, but in the meantime, we would like to share it with you, so that you have an insight 
the character that he was. 
Sunshine Baseball Club wishes to pass on their sincere condolences to Margaret and family,       
Fat Cat may be gone, but will certainly not be forgotten! 
Regards SBC 
 
RICHARD (FAT CAT) LANEY Player Profile 
Born in Braybrook, in 1936, Richard was one of 4 children and it wasn't until the age of 20 before he 
became involved in baseball. He got together with a group of mates (the McGuires) back in 1956 
with the idea of forming their own baseball club and that was to be Braybrook Baseball Club. They 
approached the council with their idea and we able to utilize the YCW reserve in Dobson Street 
Braybrook to play their games. The interested parties were, Bill, Frank and Kerrie McGuire. 
The club consisted of the one team, they wore a green uniform with yellow socks. Richard’s favourite fielding position was 3rd 
base, and speaking of 3rd base, he reflected on the times at Braybrook when he used to slide into 3rd base so hard when it 
was wet, that he would take out the fielder and the 3rd base coach as well. After two seasons of playing baseball a Braybrook 
against other teams such as St. Albans, Aberfeldie and Flemington, the McGuire’s wanted to join up with Sunshine Baseball 
Club, so they guys decided to fold the Braybrook Baseball Club and move to greener pastures. 
Richard joined the Sunshine Baseball Club in 1958 and it wasn't long before he earned his nickname Fat Cat, thanks to his 
Under 17s team who would yell out “run Fat Cat” when he played. It didn't take long for the Fifths to take that nickname on 
board and it stuck like the proverbial. 
During his playing years at Sunshine, Fat Cat just loved playing in the Fabulous Fifths with his mates! He retired playing       
baseball in 1976 and the age of 40. When reflecting on some of the greatest players that he ever played with, the following 
names came to mind: Don Deeble, John Viney, Lindsay Barnes, Des Mitchell, Norm Durston and Colin and Ian McKenner to 
name a few.  

The most influential coach he played under was himself  When we asked Fat Cat about his most memorable moment while 
at Sunshine, he said that it was when he coached his U17s team to a Premiership in the 1979 season. He had the minimum of 
9 players and sometimes, they only played with 7, but a special group of youngsters they were he said. 
Fat Cat was also a keen cricketer in his day and played for and was involved with the following clubs. YCW Catholic Cricket 
Club, Braybrook Cricket Club, Druids Cricket Club and Sunshine Districts Cricket club, where he joined the committee and took 
on the secretary role and other club duties for 5 years. In his playing days, he was a wicket keeper and batsman, he reflected 
on his almost acrobatic skills to take catches behind the stumps, that at times use to bewilder the batsman. 
Fat Cat lived in Braybrook with his housemate of 40 years Margaret, who when he met, she had 6 children, which now in turn 
and has grown into 16 grandchildren and 18 great grandchildren, no doubt that has kept them both busy at times. 
When asked about his final comments regarding Sunshine Baseball Club, Fat Cat said was that it is a great club, he loved the 
Friday nights back in the day, enjoying the dance nights, dinners and just getting together with mates at a wonderful family 
club! 



SENIOR GAMES ROUND  SUNSHINE OPPONENT PLAYING TIME VENUE 

5-Feb 17 Firsts  Upwey FTG Away  3.30pm Kings Park, Upper Ferntree Gully 

5-Feb 15 Seconds Upwey FTG Away  1.00pm Kings Park, Upper Ferntree Gully 

5-Feb 15 Thirds Upwey FTG Home  3.30pm  

5-Feb 15 Fourths Upwey FTG Home  1.00pm  

6-Feb 15 Masters Blue Port Melbourne Home  6.30pm  

6-Feb 15 Masters White Essendon Bomb Away  6.30pm  

This weeks sponsor for the senior games is 

BTH HOARDINGS 

This weeks sponsor for the junior games is 

SUNSHINE DENTAL GROUP 

JUNIOR GAMES ROUND  SUNSHINE OPPONENT PLAYING TIME VENUE 

5-Feb 14 U18s State Blackburn Home  9.00am  

5-Feb 14 U18s Metro Essendon  Home  9.00am  Melbourne Ball Park 

5-Feb 14 U14s State West  Essendon Home  9.00am  

5-Feb 14 U14s Metro West  Research LP Home  9.00am Melbourne Ball Park 

5-Feb 13 U12s State West  Newport Away  9.00am KC Whites RSV, Williamstown North 

3-Feb 8 U12s Eagles  Werribee Away  6.15pm McPhersons Park, Coburns Rd, Toolern Vale 

3-Feb 8 U12s Hawks NW Titans Away  6.15pm McPhersons Park, Coburns Rd, Toolern Vale 

        EAGLES FIXTURES  

SENIORS TEAM ROUND  RESULT vs SUNSHINE OPPONENT 
Firsts  16 Waverley 3 4 
Seconds 14 Waverley 2 10 
Thirds 14 Waverley 4 11 
Fourths 14 Waverley 6 21 
Masters Blue 14 Werribee 11 4 
Masters White 14 Pivot City 3 10 
JUNIORS TEAM ROUND  RESULT vs SUNSHINE OPPONENT 
U18s State 13 Bonbeach forfeit  
U18s Metro 13 Mulgrave 1 11 
U14s State West  13 Essendon 7 18 
U14s Metro West  13 Essendon 9 18 
U12s State West  12 Port Melbourne 3 20 
U12s Eagles 7    
U12s Hawks 7    

SUDSY AWARD RECIPIENTS 
/ Round 18 

        EAGLES RESULTS 

Proudly Sponsored by       
The Granary Café Sunshine 



        EAGLES REP TRY OUTS    

Sunshine under 14s at Vic pathway tryouts last night.  
They all did very well and were great representa�ves 

of Sunshine.  

TRIAL TEAM NAME   

      
Development Ainslie Harris 

      

Li�le League Major David Rowe 

Li�le League Major Lucas Evere� 

Li�le League Major Isaac Davis 

Li�le League Major Augustus Holley 

Li�le League Major Sam Owen 

Li�le League Major Joshua Rowlands 

Li�le League Major Zachary Redwood 

      
Intermediate League Ryan Harris 

Intermediate League Ethan Evere� 

Intermediate League Morgan Owen 

Intermediate League Hugo Schulz 

      
Junior League Harrison Davis 

Junior League Tyler Wood 

Junior League Elwyn Holley 

Junior League Rhys Rayner 

      
Senior League Ethan Rayner 

Senior League Jesse Hando 

Senior League Jessica Warwick 



        EAGLES GALLERY 

3rds Team - Photos: Janine Boyton McKenner 



        EAGLES GALLERY 

4ths Team - Photos: Janine Boyton McKenner 



        EAGLES EVENTS 

�� Wednesday Feb 8th / Junior Players Barefoot Bowls 

�� Thursday Feb 9th / Senior Players Barefoot Bowls 

�� Sunday Feb 26th / Deer Park Club First Pitch Event 

�� Saturday March 3rd / Village Roadshow First Pitch Event 

�� Friday March 17th / Juniors/U18s Metro Presenta�on Night  

�� Sunday April 2nd / Juniors Winter Baseball Season Registra�on 

�� Saturday April 22nd / Seniors/U18s State Presenta�on Night    

 

EAGLES EVENTS                               LOCK IN THE DATES! 

SO MUCH FUN, GOOD TIMES AND GOOD MEALS TO BE HAD! 

JUNIOR BAREFOOT BOWLS          SENIOR BAREFOOT BOWLS 



ASSOCIATE MEMBERS   

Be a part of Sunshine Baseball Club 
and get your own individually          

numbered Associate Member key ring 
for this season 2022-2023.                     

There will be an Associate Member 
draws each month, where members 
can win Eagles Money to spend on 

food and drink at the club,                      
as well as Village Movie Tickets.                                         

To sign up now, please                      
contact: Glenn Le�s                        
Phone: 0421 970 767                                                 

Email: glennjmg@hotmail  

or for further informa�on,                                   
visit our new website 

www.sunshinebaseball.com.au                                                   

Key tags were first introduced to Sunshine 
Baseball Club in 1959 up un�l 1986. 

NEXT DRAWS WILL TAKE PLACE ON FEB 2ND 



SUPPORTER CLUB MEMBERS   

Sunshine Baseball Club would like to acknowledge 
and thank all of the members who have signed up 
for the Eagles Supporter Clubs this season. 
The support has been overwhelming and we          
really appreciated your involvement in this club 
program. 
We have even signed up a few new supporters for 
each of our three clubs over recent weeks. 
� 100 Club - Karen Camilleri 
� 200 Club - Darren White 
� 500 Club - Gavin Fischer 
 
This is just outstanding and we thank you all for 
your support. 
 
We have our January draw taking place this       
Thursday at the club, so we wish you all the           
best for your member number being drawn. 
Regards SBC  


